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1. Introduction
The MOE Masterplan of Awards (MoA) was instituted in 1998 as part of the implementation of the School Excellence Model (SEM). The SEM is a framework for school appraisal that emphasises a holistic approach to education with equal focus on processes as well as results. 

2. Rationale

The MoA is a key instrument for recognising schools’ achievements. With the MoA as a guide, a school can embark on its journey to excellence and make progress through self-assessment, benchmarking, and continuous improvement. The awards serve as important milestones in this journey.   

3. Details of awards

The MoA was expanded and refined in 2004 to provide a broader and more holistic picture of schools' performance in the academic value-added, character development, and physical and aesthetics domains.  In addition to the existing Achievement Award (AA), Sustained Achievement Award (SAA), and Best Practice Award (BPA), the Development Awards and Outstanding Development Awards were introduced for the Character Development domain. This category of awards will include the new awards for Character Development as well as the existing National Education awards.

The revised MoA framework comprises seven awards over four levels as shown above. Level 1 recognises achievements in a single year and consists of the Achievement Award (AA) and Development Award1. The Best Practice Award (BPA), Sustained Achievement Award (SAA), and the Outstanding Development Award (ODA)1are placed at Level 2.  
The special awards are at Levels 3 and 4. A new special award, the School Distinction Award (SDA), introduced in 2004, symbolises high level of achievement in schools with exemplary processes and practices. The SDA has been positioned between the Level 2 awards and the SEA. The School Excellence Award (SEA) represents the pinnacle of education excellence and is the highest and most prestigious award in the MoA framework. 

4. National Education Awards
The Lee Kuan Yew National Education (LKY NE) Award recognises schools that have made special efforts to design and implement innovative and effective programmes to equip our students with the basic attitudes, values and instincts which make them Singaporeans. To date 1 LKY NE Award has been presented annually. Schools with commendable efforts in NE are presented the National Education Achievement Award (NEAA). As the LKY NE Award is the pinnacle of all NE awards, winners of the LKY NE Award will be deemed to have attained the ODA (NE).
5. Privilege for award winners
All winners of the awards listed in Level 2 and above are given the privilege of using the award logos on for example, their official letterheads and other publicity materials for as long as the awards are valid.
1- This is a new award to be given later on to schools  
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